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Cancer is a disease that mostly affects Canadians aged 50 and older, but it can occur at any age. 
As abnormal cells grow and divide, they can form a lump called a tumour.(1) An incident includes a 
new case of cancer, while the mortality rate is the number of deaths due to cancer. An estimated 
206,200 new cases of cancer and 80,800 deaths from cancer occurred in Canada in 2017. The 
number of estimated new cases does not include non-melanoma skin cancer cases. Due to high 
mortality rates, advocating early screening is important.  
 

Why is it important? 

 Cancer is the leading cause of death in Canada and is responsible for 30% of all deaths. 

 In 2017, an estimated: 
o 103,100 Canadian men were diagnosed with cancer and 42,600 men died from cancer. 
o 103,200 Canadian women were diagnosed with cancer and 38,200 women died from cancer. 
o 565 Canadians on average were diagnosed with cancer every day. 
o 221 Canadians on average died from cancer every day. 

 Lung, breast, colorectal and prostate cancer are the most common types of cancer in Canada 
(excluding non-melanoma skin cancer). Based on 2017 estimates: 
o These cancers account for half (50%) of all new cancer cases. 
o Prostate cancer accounts for about one-fifth (21%) of all new cancer cases in men. 
o Lung cancer accounts for 14% of all new cases of cancer. 
o Breast cancer accounts for one-quarter (25%) of all new cancer cases in women. 
o Colorectal cancer accounts for 13% of all new cancer cases. 

 Cancer incidence rates vary because of differences in risk factors (including risk behaviours) and 
early detection practices.  

 Rates of cancer death vary because of differences in incidences, but also potentially differences 
in access to and outcomes of cancer control activities (for example, screening, diagnosis, 
treatment and follow-up) across the country. 

 About 4 in 10 cancer cases can be prevented through healthy living and policies that protect the 
health of Canadians.  
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